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Once Amundsen reached the South Pole ahead of Scott, Shackleton
realised that there was only one great challenge left. He wrote:
“The first crossing of the Antarctic continent, from sea to sea, via

the Pole, apart from its historic value, will be a journey of great
scientific importance.”

On 8 August 1914, Ernest Shackleton and his brave crew set out
to cross the vast south polar continent, Antarctica. Shackleton’s

epic journey would be the last expedition of the Heroic Age of
Antarctic Exploration (1888-1914). His story is one fraught with

unimaginable peril, adventure and, above all, endurance.
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The Shackletons had moved house many times, from Athy in County
Kildare, Ireland to Yorkshire to London. Just before Shackleton left
for Antarctica again in 1914, he lived in Kensington, West London.
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Shackleton’s first challenge was to raise enough money to support
the expedition, and this proved very difficult. However, after much
effort he was able to secure the thousands of pounds he needed.
Life boats were named after the sponsors — the James Caird, the
Dudley Docker and the Stancomb Wills.
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During the recruitment process, Shackleton quizzed candidates
on their practical skills, but also about more unusual things, like
if they could sing well Second-in-command Frank Wild helped
Shackleton to choose 26 men from the 5,000 that applied.
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A very robust and sturdy little ship, Endurance was

This meant that wherever possible joints and fittings
were cross-braced and strengthened, making her

extremely strong.
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The bow (the front) would be used ike
{0 break up thickice, soit had to be especially
total, it was 1.3 metres thick! z
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SETTING SAIL
%

Endurance set sail for Buenos Aires on Saturday 8 August 1914,
after receiving a telegram from the Admiralty which simply

read, “Proceed”.
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Ready atlast, the ship left South Georgia on § December 1914 and
headed for the South Sandwich Islands.




