
An informative PowerPoint about the Maya Civilisation

The Ancient 

Mayans 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTCSTUfRTMA




WALT: Explore the Mayan 
Civilisation

S2S:

I can

• understand the meaning of civilisation

• locate ancient Maya cities on a map

• create a timeline that represents the Maya 
Civilisation
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Complete from the following slides 
or use the Internet to research 

• This activity can be found on class 
story and portfolio on Dojo This 

activity can 
be found 
on class 
story and 
portfolio 
on Dojo











Photo courtesy of frigante@flickr.com -granted under creative commons licence - attribution

mailto:quinet@flickr.com


Photocourtesy of drumminhands (@flickr.com) - granted undercreative commons licence - attribution



= 0 

= 1 

= 5





the King

the King’s 

family/ 

other 

leaders

farmers

slaves



Photo courtesy of ~MVR~(@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution

Photocourtesy of ahisgett (@flickr.com) - granted undercreative commons licence - attribution





Photocourtesy of Ivanka Majic and David Ooms (@flickr.com) - granted undercreative commons licence - attribution







Let’s find out where 
the Ancient Mayans 

lived.
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Today, the area the Maya used to live in spreads 

over five countries:

Mexico (southern Mexico and the Yucatan Peninsula), 

Belize, Guatemala, Honduras and the very north of El 

Salvador.



Use google maps, an atlas or printed map to find the location of 

the following ancient Maya cities.

If you use Google Maps, remember to zoom out 

once you've found the right place so you can 

see where it is on your map.

Uxmal

Palenque

Calakmul

Tikal

Chichen 

Itza

Coba

Tulum

Xunantuni

ch

Copán



Some of these ancient Maya cities were 

almost 1000km apart yet they shared the 

same culture and way of life.

Uxmal

Palenque

Calakmul

Tikal

Chichen 

Itza

Coba

Tulum

Xunantuni

ch

Copán



Complete the map using an 
atlas or Google Earth

This activity 
can be found 
on class story 
and portfolio 
on Dojo



Let’s look at a 
timeline of the 

Ancient Mayans.



1,000B

C 

Ancient Maya Timeline

500BC 1BC 1AD 500AD 1,000A

D 
1,500A

D 

The first hunter gathers 

settle along the Pacific 

Coast and then 

expanding into the 

central highlands.

1100BC

Village farming and 

trade becomes 

established 

throughout the Maya 

Region.

800BC

Mayan 

writing is 

developed 

in 

Mesoameri

ca

700BC

Earliest solar 

calendars 

are carved in 

stone.

400BC

The social 

structure in 

Maya adapts 

to include 

Nobles and 

Kings as 

rulers.

300BC

The first 

pyramids are 

built.

100BC
The city-state 

of Tikal 

dominates the 

tropical 

lowland of the 

central region.

AD450

Pakal the 

Great of 

Planque dies 

and is buried 

in the Temple 

of 

Inscriptions.

AD683

Sites in the 

rain forests 

and tropical 

lowlands are 

abandoned 

whilst northern 

lowland sites 

flourish.

AD800

First contact 

with 

Europeans 

made.

AD1502



Activity 
• This activity can be 

found on class story and 
portfolio on Dojo

• Cut out the cards and 
put them in the correct 
date sequence. We 
looking forward to 
seeing a photograph of 
your completed 
timeline.


