
Britain at War 

Key question 

 

Just how happy were evacuees? 



Monday 25th January 2021 

Lesson 2 of 2  

WALT investigate the different experiences 
of children who were evacuated in WWII 

S2S: I can 
• describe their contrasting experience of 

evacuees 
 



Meet the evacuees 

To understand what life was like for evacuees watch the 
following short videos and find the answers to the questions. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-ww2-evacuation-index/zvs3scw 

• Who accompanied the school children? 
• What did the children take with them? 
 

• Where all the experiences of evacuees all the 
same?  Explain. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-news-report-on-evacuation/z74q8xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-interviews-with-evacuated-children/zdcjkmn
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Meet the evacuees 

To understand what life was like for evacuees watch the 
following short videos and find the answers to the questions. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-ww2-evacuation-index/zvs3scw 

• Explain the term ‘host family’. 
• What happened when evacuees arrived in the 

countryside? 
• What sorts of children were chosen first? 
• Explain why evacuation was just as disruptive 

for the host families as it was for evacuees. 
 

• Describe the host family’s experience of 
receiving evacuees. 

• What did evacuees get to experience in the 
countryside?  

• Was life easier for evacuees in the 
countryside? Explain. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-interview-with-a-host-family-child/z4b8cqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-host-families-interviewed/zj8mjhv


Meet the evacuees 

To understand what life was like for evacuees watch the 
following short videos and find the answers to the questions. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-ww2-evacuation-index/zvs3scw 

• Name some of the countries children were 
evacuated to. 

• Why were evacuees sent abroad? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-children-evacuated-abroad/zby4bdm


Activity - Meet the evacuees 

Create a leaflet on evacuation for school 
children, who are going to be evacuated. 
Use the information that you  
have found out today about evacuees. 
 
You need to think about two points:  
• accurate historical content 
• presentation 

Example of a leaflet 

Example of a leaflet 
Example of a leaflet 
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